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Abstract: The development of performance based design method (PBD) is briefly reviewed. The relationship
between PBD and the principle of seismic design in current Chinese code is analyzed and the direction to intro-
duce the PBD method to the Chinese code for seismic design of buildir;g is given. Then, some problems about
the capacity — demand — diagram methods which attracted much attention are discussed, such as the structural
models for analysis, the shapes of lateral load distribution for capacity curves, the angles formed by capacity
curve and demand curve and P — A effects for capacity curves.
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